Appeal No. 17

Italy v Russia

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Jan Kamras (Sweden, Scribe), Jean-Claude Beineix (France)

Open Teams Round 15

Board 12. Dealer West. North/South Vulnerable.
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Comments: 

3} was alerted by West as being very weak.

Contract: Three No-Trumps, played by North

Result: 7 tricks, NS -200

The Facts: 

North called the Director claiming that there had been no alert on his side about the 3} opening being very weak. He stated he would not have bid 3NT had he known this.

The Director: 

Ruled that there was no specific regulation requiring an alert for such openings. The general alerting policy applies, which state that one must alert things that are unexpected for opponents. Wild and random pre-empts are quite common at this level of competition. Besides, East/West’s style of pre-empting was clearly indicated on the front page of their Convention Card. This meant there had been no misinformation. Furthermore, North made no attempt to inquire as to the meaning of 3} before deciding on his action.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A

EBL and WBF alerting policy

North/South appealed.

Present: All players and both Captains

The Players: 

South said that, having been alerted to the 3} opening being very weak, he took this into account when reopening, but that his partner had no chance to take the right decision.

West stated that he alerted his call more as an additional courtesy to South.

The Committee: 

Found that the Director judged the situation correctly based on the undisputed facts.

Since the appellants presented no further evidence in support of their case, the Committee found the appeal to be without merit.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Forfeited

