Appeal No. 19

Germany v Ireland

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Grattan Endicott (England), Steen Møller (Denmark)

Senior Teams Round 9

Board 6. Dealer East. East/West Vulnerable.
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Contract: Three No-Trumps Doubled, played by North

Lead: Two of Hearts

Result: 11 tricks, NS +750

The Facts: 

South had explained to West that 2NT showed Clubs and Diamonds. West called the Director after the hand, claiming he would not have doubled if he had known that 2NT was merely natural, which is how North had explained it to East.

The Director: 

Ruled that there had been misinformation.

The Director asked if the double had any lead-directing meaning, which it turned out not to have. The Director ruled that the damage was not connected to the misinformation.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 40C 

East/West appealed.

Present: All players, the Captain of Germany and a German translator

The Players: 

West stated he had thought they were “overboard”. He claimed he would not have doubled if he had been told that North held a good hand with only clubs. If North indeed has ten cards in the minors, the stops in the majors would be slight, and he thought his side were going to score three heart tricks, two diamonds and perhaps a spade. West stated that East had not shown any points, the Heart support could have been given even on a Yarborough.

South explained that he and North were not regular partners and they were having some misunderstandings. South thought the double was “out of this world”.

The Committee: 

Found that the double was chancy, and not related to the misinformation.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Forfeited

