Appeal No. 7

Croatia v Luxembourg

Appeals Committee:

Steen Møller (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy), Grattan Endicott (England), Jean-Paul Meyer (France)

Open Teams Round 9

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vulnerable.
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All Pass

Comments: Three Clubs was explained by West to South as showing Spades and Diamonds

Contract: Five Hearts, played by North

Result: 10 tricks, NS -100

The Facts: 

North initially put a bid of 1NT on the tray, but changed this to his intended 1]. East, who was thinking of bidding 3} over 1NT, did the same over 1], but forgot that this was now showing Spades and Diamonds.  South called the Director after the bid of 5}, but then bid 5] before the investigations were over. Subsequently it turned out that East only realized his mistake when the Director asked him what 3} meant.

The Director: 

Investigated the Convention Card and complementary sheets and discovered that 3} indeed showed Spades and Diamonds. This meant that South had received a correct explanation. North did not get a correct information about the system, but the Director ruled that North was not damaged by this wrong explanation.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 40A

North/South appealed.

Present: All players except South, and both Captains

The Players: 

North/South found that both players were deprived of their normal bids. North has a clear Double over 4[, showing points, and preventing South from bidding at the 5 level.

East explained his mistake. He had thought some time of bidding 3} over 1NT and when North changed his call to 1], the decision had become easier and so he did make the call. East/West had been playing together for 4 years, and had been using two-suiter calls but have only recently changed them to specified 2-suiters.

The Committee: 

Agreed with the Director that North had not been damaged, and found that the appeal lacked merit.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Forfeited

