Appeal No. 18

Italy v Spain

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Grattan Endicott (England), Steen Møller (Denmark)

Ladies Teams Round 8

Board 6. Dealer East. East/West Vulnerable.
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Comments: 

2} was forcing

Contract: Six Spades Doubled, played by South

Result: 8 tricks, NS -800

The Facts: 

The tray had come back with the two passes after some delay. West said it had taken a minute, while South agreed it was more than 30 seconds. West called the Director after the bid of 6[.

The Director: 

Decided that the break in tempo had been established and that this constituted unauthorized information to South. After consultation of his colleagues and some players, he considered passing a logical alternative for South. There are 12 tricks available to East/West.

Ruling: 

Score adjusted to 6} by West, making, NS -1370

Relevant Laws: 

Law 16A, 12C2

North/South appealed.

Present: All players, both Captains, and a Spanish translator

The Players: 

North/South’s captain explained that he had given his players the instruction to always sacrifice on big boards. South explained she had decided to bid 6[ even before the tray had come back. She had not bid 5[ because she did not feel the need to sacrifice against Game, but she did need to do so against Slams.

The Committee: 

Stressed that when a player is in the possession of unauthorized information, she should bend over backwards not to take advantage of it. It was suggested in Committee, that North might have been thinking about doubling, in which case the sacrifice was less suggested than the pass. For this reason the appeal was not judged to be without merit, although this was a close call.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Returned

