Appeal No. 37

Hungary v Ireland

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Steen Møller (Denmark)

Open Teams Round 33

Board 15. Dealer South. North/South Vulnerable.
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All Pass

Comments: 

1} = 9-12 balanced or any 17+; 2] = weak; 3{ = strong with diamonds

Contract: Six Hearts, played by East

Lead: Spade

Play: Spade to the Queen, Spade to the Jack, [A, ]K which North took

Result: 12 tricks, NS -1430

The Facts: 

5} was intended by West as Exclusion Blackwood, and he alerted it, and explained it as such. East did not understand it as such, did not alert it, and he bid 5{ as a natural support. West interpreted this as one key-card and he bid the slam.

After the play, North called the Director to complain about the wrong explanation that he had received. If 5} is alerted to him, he can double it for the lead. The club lead would defeat the slam.

The Director: 

Established that in East/West’s methods, 5} indeed was exclusion Blackwood.

The Director found however that North would not double the bid with that information anyway, as South might have a natural Spade lead.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A, 40C 

North/South appealed.

Present: All players and the Captain of Ireland

The Players: 

North claimed that, because of his holding of A932 in Hearts, the Club lead is needed to shorten dummy’s ruffing power.

Although North suspected that 5} could not be natural, it was not totally impossible. North stated that he passed quickly, in order not to stop the bidding by asking what 5} meant. Maybe they would end up in a no-hope contract.

North stated that if there was a void in Clubs with West, then he needed to ask partner to lead the suit that would shorten dummy, which would establish his second trump trick.

At this moment the Director added that North had not stated this at the table. There North had simply stated that if 5} showed a Heart support, then he would have doubled, but if it had shown Diamonds and Clubs, he would not give information to opponents.

East stated that over 5}, North had passed quickly, he had bid 5{, and when the tray came back with 6], he had told his screen-mate that 5} might have been Exclusion Blackwood.

West stated that 5} was certainly Blackwood. Since 3{ was forcing to game, 4} would be the way to show a two-suited hand.

East/West found that North must clearly have realized that 5} was not natural, and that it must therefore show Heart support. What more information could he possibly need?

The Committee: 

Found that the Director’s ruling was correct and that the appeal lacked merit.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Forfeited

