Appeal No. 38

Spain v England

Appeals Committee:

Steen Møller (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy)

Senior Teams Round 25

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vulnerable.
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Comments: 

2{ shows a one-suited hand, strong if minor; 2NT is Lebensohl

Contract: Four Clubs Doubled, played by West

Result: 9 tricks, NS +200

The Facts: 

3] was alerted and explained by East as “pass or correct”. East did not alert it and passed. North called the Director after the tray returned with 4}, claiming he would not have doubled if he had known that West need not have Hearts.

The Director: 

Found that North had received correct information about East/West’s methods and should have known from his hand that East/West were in a less than optimal contract.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A

North/South appealed.

Present: All players except South, and both Captains

The Players: 

North stated that he felt that he was prevented from finding his normal contract of 4].

When asked why he had doubled 3], he stated that he had no choice. He knew he was close to a Game score, and defending undoubled would not be enough. He stated that he did realize that East/West had a misunderstanding.

East explained their system. West had shown a one-suiter, and every bid after that was “pass or correct”. The system had not been confirmed after an intervention such as a Lebensohl 2NT and East thought that was the reason for West’s pass. West explained that he had panicked. His 2{ overcall should have been made on hands that are stronger than the one he had. Since he did not have a way of showing both minors, he decided to treat his hand as a one-suiter. He chose the strong variant rather than the weak one (3}) because of the enormous distribution. When the tray returned with 3] he was ashamed of his choice, and he passed, not worrying until it got doubled.

North found it was strange that East/West had never discussed the sequence with a Lebensohl intervention, since this was not an uncommon system.

East explained his choice of bidding 3]. Over a weak major, 3] or 3[ is a good choice, and if West has a minor, he’s stronger, and the four-level should not pose problems. He wanted to catch North/South before they had found their own fit.

The Committee: 

Felt that North/South had not suffered damage from any misinformation, but rather from North’s unfortunate choice of bid. North knows East/West cannot have long Hearts and he should just have passed to collect +600.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Returned

