Appeal No. 5

England v Czech Republic

Appeals Committee:

Jens Auken (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Krzysztof Martens (Poland)

Open Pairs Semi-Final “A” 4th session 

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vulnerable.
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Comments: 

Two Diamonds showed Clubs and a Major

Contract: Four Spades Doubled, played by North

Result: 11 tricks, NS +990

The Facts: 

Two Diamonds was explained on both sides of the screen as “Michaels”. Apparently that is the name that is used in Eastern Europe to indicate Clubs and a Major.

When South subsequently alerted Three Spades, and before West made his final Double, the erroneous explanation was discovered.

West stated that he could have bid Two Spades indicating a good raise in diamonds.

The Director: 

Did not believe the different explanation would lead to a different final contract.

Ruling: 

Result Stands

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A, 40C 

East/West appealed.

Present: All players

The Players: 

West explained that with correct information, he would have been able to show a good diamond raise. The auction would then have been different and there would have been less (or no) reason to double Four Spades.

When asked why he doubled given the information that it was Majors, he told the Committee that he did not want to lose the option of opponents reaching a Heart contract, which he could double.

The Committee: 

Consulted the convention booklet, which states :

If you use ANY of the (two-suited) conventions, YOU MAY NOT SIMPLY ENTER THE NAME. A proper entry includes the SPECIFIC SUIT(s) shown and could profitably leave out the name altogether.

However, under MICHAELS it shows

(1m)-2m: ]+[ (54+)

East-West had indeed misinformed their opponents.

However, the correct explanation would have been “Clubs and a Major”, not “Clubs and Spades”. In that case, the same argument still existed that West should be doubling, so as not to lose the option of the Heart penalty, with the added option even of discovering a fit there themselves!

It was the Committee’s opinion that East-West had not been damaged by the misinformation.

The Committee’s decision:

Director’s ruling upheld.

Deposit: Returned

